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1. Context 

• Identifying a large number of technology providers allows a 

technology seeker to compare and evaluate the costs and benefits of 

acquiring a technology and make informed decisions regarding 

technology acquisition.  

 

• An effective technology screening process strengthens the bargaining 

power of technology seeker and help in acquiring the technology with 

best favourable terms and conditions suited to the technology 

seeker. 
 

 



                                                                                                       

1. Context … 

• There are many methods available for identifying 

potential suppliers of technologies and following are 

some of the most common methods. 

  Informal Search 

  Trade Fairs and Technology Road Shows  

  Business Intermediaries 

  Competitive Tendering  

  Internet-based Screening 

 

 



                                                                                                       

 
2. Common Screening Methods: Advantages 
and Disadvantages 
 

Common Methods Advantages Disadvantages 

1. Informal Search Cost-effective 
Less cumbersome 

Ad-hoc level search result in 
inadequate information gathering  
 
Does not lead to comprehensive 
screening 

2. Trade Fairs and 
    Technology Road 
    Shows 

Provides direct access to 
comprehensive information 
 
Opportunity to meet technology 
providers directly 
 
Cost saving since there are no 
intermediaries involved 

Information is not widely 
disseminated 
 
Restricted to big cities 
 
High participation fee in some 
cases 



                                                                                                       

2. Common Screening Methods (Contd.) 
Common Methods 
 

Advantages 
 

Disadvantages 
 

3. Business Intermediaries They offer specific, customized 
information and host of support 
services based on the needs 
Common Methods 
 
 
They also save considerable amount 
of time spent in screening for 
technology providers. 

High cost of advisory services  
 
 

4. Competitive Tendering Possibility of getting specific, tailor-
made technology offers from a wide 
variety of technology suppliers with 
in a short time frame 

This method is mainly suited for 
large-scale technology acquisition 
projects  



                                                                                                       

2. Common Screening Methods (Contd.)  

S 

Common Methods 
 

Advantages 
 

Disadvantages 
 

Internet-based Screening  
 
 
 
 
Examples: 
 
Technology Innovation 
International (TII), Luxembourg 
(www.tii.org ) 
 
SIRIM Berhad, Malaysia 
(www.sirim.my/techinfo/accesssiri
mlink.htm)  
 
State Library of South Australia 
(informit) ( 
www.slsa.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm
?c=1098). 
 
 

Low cost;  
 
Effective in providing access to 
comprehensive information on 
technologies as well as their 
suppliers;  
 
Avoids/reduces transaction costs. 

Information available through 
internet could not be readily 
trusted with out verification 
 
It cannot replace the advantages 
of face-to-face interaction for 
information exchange and 
verification of information 
provided.  



                                                                                                       

Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT)  

      Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT) based in New Delhi, India is a Regional 

         Institution of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN- 

         ESCAP). Since its inception in 1977, APCTT has been working towards strengthening the capabilities 

         of countries in the Asia-Pacific region in the following areas: 

 

 

 

 

  

          

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

          National Innovation Systems 
Development and adoption of sound science, technology and 
innovation (STI) policies and support mechanisms by member 
countries for fostering technology innovation, technology-based 
entrepreneurship and competitiveness of SMEs. 

 

Technology Transfer 
Member country institutional capacity building to identify, acquire 
and adopt technologies and provide IT-enabled mechanisms to 
facilitate technology transfer and related intermediary services.  

 

Technology Intelligence 

 Provide IT-enabled access to technology information services to 
technology stakeholders in member countries and undertake 
normative and analytical studies. 



                                                                                                       

 

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools 

for Screening of Technology Suppliers 

 APCTT has developed various free of cost, regional information 

repositories in the form of internet-based on-line tools and 

information platforms. Some of the key technology transfer on-line 

tools / information platforms are provided below: 

 Technology4sme.net (www.technology4sme.net) 

 APTITUDE Search Engine (www.apctt.org) 

 Tech Monitor. Net (www.techmonitor.net) 

 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 

Technology4sme.Net 
 

 APCTT has developed a web-based technology transfer 
service package that is available at www.technology4sme.net  

 
 The website enables the online transfer of technology offers 

and requests with a view to establish it as a regional 
“technology transfer market service” for Asia and the Pacific 

 
  The website has several features including technology 

market service, technology transfer partner links, basic and 
practical knowledge on technology transfer 

 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 

• Technology4sme is 

  A regional platform for technology suppliers and seekers from the Asia-
Pacific region and beyond 

 

  An IT powered mechanism that helps technology based small and 
medium enterprises in exploring opportunities across the region  

 

  An effective source of information on technological development at 
regional level and also on technology related events such as conferences, 
workshops, exhibitions organized in the Asia Pacific region  

 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 

Target Group 
 

• SMEs: the technology based small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
primarily from the Asia Pacific region; 
 

•  Tech Suppliers: the technology developers keen on selling their 
technologies to potential customers from the Asia Pacific region; 
 

•  Tech Seekers: the SMEs from the Asia Pacific region keen to source 
new technologies to upgrade, expand, or start new ventures; 
 

•  Policy Makers: the technology experts keen to know about the 
technology trends, tech news and tech events in the region 

 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 

Why Technology4SME? 

 

 Free of cost service provided by UN-APCTT 

 

 Transparency 

 

  To explore market opportunities / technologies in the Asia 
Pacific region and beyond  

 

 Opportunity to showcase the technologies / products in the 
main page, free of cost for a fortnight  

 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 



                                                                                                       

Tech4SME - Registration 



                                                                                                       

Preparing & Uploading Tech offers / Tech requests 

Uploading Tech Offers                                Uploading Tech Requests 



                                                                                                       

Searching the database of Tech offers / Tech requests 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 

Asia Pacific Technology Information Tracking and Unified  
Data Extraction (APTITUDE) Search Engine 

 
The Asia-Pacific Technology Information Tracking and Unified Data 
Extraction (APTITUDE) Search Engine is a powerful information retrieval 
tool designed by APCTT for the benefit of SMEs and business firms in the 
Asia-Pacific region and beyond. It is programmed in such a way that it 
searches only a list of specified technology databases available in the 
public domain in the Asia-Pacific region 

 

APTITUDE searches specific defined technology databases based on key 
words and provides direct access to the information for the user in one 
step 

  



                                                                                                       

 Asia Pacific Technology Information Tracking and Unified  Data 
Extraction (APTITUDE) Search Engine 

 
APTITUDE 

 

• Offers specific, targeted search for 

information related to technologies from 

over 20 technology databases 

 

• Avoids non-specific information and hence 

saves time and effort for screening 

 

• Simple, key-word based search process 

 

• Expandable search engine with option to 

add many technology databases 

 

• Free of cost service and no 

membership/registration process involved 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 

 

Salient Features of APTITUDE 

 

• Specific target search avoiding huge volume of non-specific information 
which may not be relevant for the user.  

 

• Specific data mining by accessing and retrieving specific information on 
the website rather than retrieving the complete website.  

 

• Reaching out to over 20 technology databases in one step 

 

   

 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 

Tech Monitor Website (www.techmonitor.net) 

Tech Monitor website provides free access to APCTT’s On-line publications, 
Asia Pacific Tech Monitor as well as Value Added Technology Information 
Service (VATIS). 

 

Asia-Pacific Tech Monitor is a bi-monthly periodical that brings up-to-date 
information on trends in technology transfer and development, 
technology policies, new products and processes. 

 

Value Added Technology Information Service (VATIS) publications provides 
information on latest technological innovations in five areas namely, Non-
Conventional Energy, Waste Management, Ozone Layer Protection, 
Biotechnology and Food processing from more than 35 countries. 

 



                                                                                                       

3. APCTT’s Web-based Platforms and Tools for 
Screening of Technology Suppliers… 



                                                                                                       

 
 

4.Few Important Considerations for Selecting 
Technology Suppliers 

 Suppliers should be short-listed based on their: 

 

• Business strategy  

• Technological capabilities 

• Experience in handling technology transfer projects 

• Past performance 

• Cross cultural expertise 
 

 

 



                                                                                                       

4.Few Important Considerations for Selecting 
Technology Suppliers 

The following aspects need to be examined during the 
technology search process: 

 

• Technology choice (using techno-economic, socio, and 
politico-legal factors) 

• Components of technology needed  

• Capability gaps to be bridged  

• Resource commitments  

• Expected benefits 

• Supplier profile ratings 



                                                                                                       

 
5. Concluding Remarks 

 • The internet-based screening offers the most cost-effective, efficient 

and convenient way of screening of technologies.  

 

• Technology seekers must view internet-based screening of 

technology suppliers as one of the several steps involved in the 

technology screening and selection process.  

 

• For a successful technology transfer, due diligence, careful planning 

and execution at every stage is required.   

 

 



                                                                                                       

5. Concluding Remarks… 

• Though on-line sources provide ease of access, 

technology seekers must verify the authenticity of the 

information and examine the sources of information as 

well as verify with clients who had conducted business 

with the technology providers in the past. 

 

• The search can serve a good background information for 

one-to-one meeting with technology providers  

 



                                                                                                       

Disclaimer 

 The views expressed in this session are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

Secretariat of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.  

 

 The description and classification of countries and territories used, and the arrangements of the material, do 

not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status 

of any country, territory, city or area, of its authorities, concerning the delineation of its frontiers or 

boundaries, or regarding its economic system or degree of development.  

 

 Designations such as ‘developed’, ‘industrialised’ and ‘developing’ are intended for convenience and do not 

necessarily express a judgement about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the development 

process. Mention of firm names, commercial products and/or technologies does not imply the endorsement 

of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 



                                                                                                       

Thank you 

Reach us at 

 

UNESCAP-APCTT 
 

P.O. Box 4575, C-2, Qutab Institutional Area, New Delhi – 110 016 
 

Tel : 91-11-26865003, 26966509     |       Fax : 91-11-26856274 
 

Email : srinivasaraghavan@un.org      |       Website : www.apctt.org 


