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Inspiration from the Past Crisis's!



COVID-19: The dawn of 4IR-a New Endless Frontier

• World War 2 led to Science the Endless Frontier- COVID leading to a 4IR Endless Frontier.

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/artificial-intelligence-and-digital-transformation-early-lessons-covid-19-crisis


Covid-19 and The fundamental questions

① How do we get a vaccine and therapeutics to beat this 
“Blitzkrieg” pandemic?

② How do we rebuild towards a greener, cleaner and more 
sustainable  and inclusive World?

③ Is the World that is less dependent on Fossil Fuels 
possible? 

Our FIGHT is on 3 FRONTS !!!

3Cs - COVID-19, Clean Economies, Climate Change

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-51235105


Salesforce (2018), The State of the Connected Consumer

COVID-19 -TURBO-CHARGING THE 4IR



COVID-19 – Digital-Continental Drift

• COVID-19 and Great Reset of Economies

BBC

Forbes 2020

https://www.forbes.com/sites/cognitiveworld/2020/01/14/china-artificial-intelligence-superpower/?sh=581a33442f05


Covid-19: Korea's digital and green new deal

Every country will require some form of 
NEW DEAL if we are to build a greener, 
cleaner and sustainable world.

▪ System wide transformation of national 
economies built around digital and 
green projects.

▪ Requiring large scale funding – Digital 
projects,  green power infrastructure, 
economy–wide reform programs and 
inclusive policies

▪ Critical to navigating the post-COVID-
19 era, projected to become 
hybridtact. 

South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in speaks at the Douzon Bizon’s office in 
Chuncheon, Gangwon Province on June 18, 2020. [Photo by Bluehouse]

https://pulsenews.co.kr/view.php?year=2020&no=689876
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2020/07/14/business/economy/Korea-New-Deal-Digital-New-Deal-Green-New-Deal/20200714174000390.html


Witnessing an Emerging 4IR- Continental Drift

• The digital divide mean many economies are being left behind in the 4IR era
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Covid-19, The 4ir and “Hybridtact” World

⚫ Similar transformations in Education, Trade, Supply Chains, Industry 4.0, Banking, virtually every sector



Covid-19 and future of jobs

COVID-19 exacerbating existing economic inequality across the globe 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/11/5-maps-on-the-state-of-global-inequality/
https://www.thestreet.com/phildavis/stocks-options/testy-tuesday-are-we-hedged-well-enough


New jobs and new skills for 4IR era

WEF 2018 WEF 2018

 However, such transformation implies that states will/should create new and better jobs 

The “hybridtact transformation 
implies that countries will or 
should create new and better jobs.
By working towards "a 4IR New 
Deal" with a focus on reskilling and 
revamping education systems and 
providing adequate social 
protection for the those adversely 
affected by the 4IR 
transformations, countries will be 
able to avert the simmering 
unemployment crisis.

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/09/fourth-industrial-revolution-jobs/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jimvinoski/2019/02/28/reselling-revolution-wef-manufacturing-manufacturers-workforce-workers-retraining/#754ef74f2db0


COVID-19, 4IR and the Role of Governments

• By embracing the original responsibilities of pathbreakers, governments will open new 
possibilities of the 4IR. 

Every country will require some form of NEW 
DEAL if we are to build a greener, cleaner and 
sustainable world.

▪ System wide transformation of national 
economies built around digital and green 
projects.

▪ Requiring large scale funding – Digital 
projects,  green power infrastructure, 
economy–wide reform programs and 
inclusive policies

▪ Critical to navigating the post-COVID-19 era, 
projected to become hybridtact. 



Concerns with Job Displacement by AI

• Same for Oxford report: probability of computerization → probability of 
demand

Oxford 2016

(Frey & Osborne)

Oxford 2018 

(Bakhshi et al.)



4IR Technology Governance

• Assessing agility 
of AI governance 
in major 
countries (FIRIC 
2019) →
pioneering 
governance 
frameworks 
including 
coherent 
strategies and 
funding, ethical 
and responsible 
AI principles, 
innovative 
regulations



The Great Reset & Governance

• COVID-19 has opened up new potentials to transform the world 
based on the → Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR). 

Economic System thinking

• Realization of technological potentials for prosperity and 
sustainability in the post-COVID-19 world calls for the 4IR New 
Deal, a system-wide transformation of national economies based 
on 4IR technologies

4IR Governance & Social Security  

• Underpinning the New Deal should be principles of social 
protection and responsible development of 4IR technologies
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