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Integration for Sustainable Development

 Environmental policy must consider interconnected natural systems
 E.g. Food, energy, water and climate change nexus

 Policies should recognize the links; 
 Between different natural systems → Integrated environmental information

 Between the economy and environment → Integrated environmental-economic information

Economy Environment
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The Need

• Our overall well-being depends on nature and 
understanding the relationship between 
climate change and the economy.

• But headline indicators like GDP, the 
unemployment rate and inflation do not 
capture these interlinkages.

• As a result, decisionmakers don’t have access 
to key information necessary to effectively 
pursue and track sustainable development.

• They don’t have key information on the 
tradeoffs between climate change mitigation 
and adaptation policies and economic 
policies.



The response from the global official 
statistics community: SEEA

• Joins the System of National Accounts 
as an international statistical standard

• Framework for organizing and presenting 
statistics on environment and 
relationship with the economy

• SEEA Central Framework was adopted by 
the UN Statistical Commission in 2012

• SEEA Ecosystem Accounting was 
adopted by the UN Statistical 
Commission in 2021
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SEEA accounts most relevant to climate change

Most relevant accounts

• Energy physical supply and use

• How much energy does my country’s economy need? How 
much of it is from renewable sources?

• What is the energy efficiency of the economy overall? And 
efficiency of different industries such as manufacturing, 
electricity supply etc?  

• Air emissions

• How much GHG is my country’s economy generating? What 
portion of those GHGs are due to exports to other countries?

• What are the emissions from different industries (e.g. 
agriculture, manufacturing, ect.) in my country?

• What is the emission intensity of production activities? 
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Applications – CO2 emissions in Indonesia

Note: BPS Statistics Inonesia
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Applications – scenario modeling
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Accounting for and mapping forest 
ecosystem services in India



Resources
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 New UN SIAP website 
(https://www.unsiap.or.jp/)

 Courses on SEEA

 Self paced

 Free

 Open to all

 Some available in

multiple languages

https://www.unsiap.or.jp/


A final quote….

António Guterres

UN Secretary General 

A historic step towards 

transforming the way how we 

view and value nature.

• Absurdly, GDP rises when there is overfishing, cutting of forests or burning of fossil 
fuels. We are destroying nature, but we count it as an increase in wealth.

• I urge Member States and others to already begin implementation of the recent 
System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) Ecosystem Accounting



THANK YOU!
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